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TITLE CARD:  MUJO NO KAZE (THE WIND OF IMPERMANENCE)1 1

INT. KAZ’S ROOM - JAPAN - DAY2 2

Smoke dances towards the ceiling and vanishes.  KAZ SAITO, 
early 20’s, is at the other end of the cigarette, sitting in 
the dark.  He looks worn down and gaunt.  He takes a big drag 
and exhales.  

KAZ (V.O.)
Life is like a mist that appears 
for a little while and then 
vanishes.

He watches the smoke rise as it exits his mouth.  He flicks 
the ashes of the cigarette into a tray.

INT. SAITO KITCHEN - DAY3 3

MRS. SAITO, Kaz’s mom, paces back and forth on the phone.  
She is a well preserved woman in her late forties.

MRS. SAITO
He’s not well.  He won’t eat.  He 
won’t come out of his room.

FRIEND (O.S.)
Don’t let him mope around too long. 
You don’t want him to turn into one 
of those hikikomori kids.  

MRS. SAITO
Kaz begged me to study in America, 
but I couldn’t afford it on my 
salary.  That could have been him.

INT. VONS - LOS ANGELES - NIGHT4 4

DAICHI and KOSUKE, two Japanese boys in their late teens, 
walk through the cereal aisle.  They are wearing baggy skate 
clothes.

DAICHI
(in Japanese)

Amazing, huh?

KOSUKE
(in Japanese)

I love Frosted Flakes.



DAICHI
(in English)

They’re grrreat!

One is carrying a carton of milk; the other grabs a box of 
Frosted Flakes.

MRS. SAITO (V.O.)
Daichi was his best friend since 
elementary school.  Kaz had been 
planning to visit him in Los 
Angeles this spring.

EXT. VONS - LOS ANGELES - NIGHT5 5

The two boys walk through the empty parking lot.  From the 
shadows, a DARK FIGURE emerges and approaches them from 
behind.  He reaches into his pocket.

POP.  POP.

MRS. SAITO (V.O.)
Two innocent boys in the wrong 
place at the wrong time.

FRIEND (V.O.)
Unplug the computer.  He might get 
sucked into one of those online 
suicide clubs.  Do you have 
charcoal in the house?

The two boys lie dead in the parking lot, still gripping 
their grocery bags.  The dark figure grabs the wallets from 
their back pockets.  Blood begins to pool around their heads.

INT. MICHI’S ROOM - JAPAN - DAY6 6

Soda pools around a tipped over can.  MICHI, early 20’s, 
frantically puts the can upright and tries to soak up the 
soda.  Her papers are saturated.

MICHI
Stupid!

MRS. SAITO (V.O.)
Charcoal? 

FRIEND (V.O.)
You light it in an enclosed space 
and it sucks the oxygen out of the 
room.  You suffocate to death.  
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(MORE)



You remember that car of people 
they found dead in the countryside?  
Carbon monoxide poisoning.

Michi throws everything in the trash.  She continues to run 
around the room, gathering her jacket and cell phone.  

On her night stand is a small bottle of MEDICATION.  To the 
side of the bottle rests a burnt orange picture FRAME with a 
photograph of Kosuke; there is a lit CANDLE in front of it.  
She blows the candle out, grabs the bottle, stuffs it in her 
shoulder bag and exits.

EXT. MICHI’S HOUSE - JAPAN - DAY7 7

Michi exits the quaint house and hurries down a quiet street.

EXT. COUNTRYSIDE - DAY8 8

Michi quickly walks by rice fields covered in mist.  She 
arrives at the train station.

EXT. COUNTRYSIDE TRAIN STATION - CONTINUOUS9 9

Michi looks around the parking lot.  She then sees ITO, a man 
in his 40’s, looking at her.  She walks towards him.

MICHI
Ito-san?

ITO
Yes.

MICHI
It’s nice to meet you.

ITO
Likewise.  We’re still waiting for 
one more.

Michi gets into the back of the car.  There is another WOMAN 
in the front passenger seat.  Michi notices a bag of CHARCOAL 
next to her.  She is trying to remain composed.  

EXT. TOKYO BEACH - DAY10 10

It’s an overcast, winter day.  Daichi is standing on the 
beach, windswept hair and white airy shirt blowing in the 
wind.  Kaz walks up, confused.
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FRIEND (V.O.) (CONT'D)



DAICHI
You remember all the summers we 
spent out here?  

(laughs)
That’s where we tried to pick up on 
those American girls.

KAZ
Daichi?

DAICHI
Why weren’t you there with me, Kaz?

KAZ
There wasn’t enough money for me to 
go.

DAICHI
If you had come to the states, 
things would have turned out 
differently.

Kaz is trying to regain his bearings.  Daichi reaches down 
and picks up some sand.  He lets it fly into the wind.

DAICHI (CONT’D)
In the end it doesn’t matter 
anyway, does it?  We’re like ants, 
frying under a magnifying glass.  
One dies today, another escapes, 
but dies in a week; in the end, 
they are both dead and are none the 
wiser.  You’ll be here soon enough.

A KNOCK, KNOCK is heard.  Kaz turns around.

INT. KAZ’S ROOM - DAY11 11

He is back in his room.  There’s another knock on his door.

MRS. SAITO (O.S.)
Kaz?

KAZ
What?

MRS. SAITO
Are you smoking in there?

KAZ
(defiantly)

Does it matter in the end?
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MRS. SAITO
Of course it does.  I don’t want-

KAZ
Leave me alone!

MRS. SAITO
Are you going to school?

KAZ
No.

MRS. SAITO
You haven’t been all week.  I think 
you should go.

KAZ
Your friend didn’t die.  You don’t 
know!

MRS. SAITO
Kaz...

KAZ
Go to hell.

EXT. TOKYO SUBURB - DAY12 12

Kaz is walking down the street.

EXT. TOKYO INTERSECTION - DAY13 13

Throngs of people move from one side of the street to the 
other.  Kaz gets lost in the sea of gray suits.  The air is 
brisk-- we see the breath coming from Kaz’s mouth.  Kaz 
crosses the street.

KAZ (V.O.)
As for men, God tests us so that we 
may see we are like animals.  Man’s 
fate is like that of the animal; 
the same fate awaits them both:  As 
one dies, so dies the other.

Kaz gets nervous and begins to panic.  He runs through the 
crowd.
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INT. CLASSROOM - DAY14 14

Kaz sits at a desk, doodling.  He hears a voice in English 
and looks up from his page to see American students sitting 
in their desks, surrounding him.  He looks around nervously.  
The TEACHER, a Caucasian man in his 40’s, stands in the 
front, lecturing.  Kaz panics.

TEACHER
(in English)

All have the same breath; man has 
no advantage over the animal.  
Everything is meaningless.  All go 
to the same place; all come from 
dust and to dust all return.  Who 
knows if the spirit of man rises 
upward and if the spirit of the 
animal goes down into the earth.

Kaz’s eyes begin to roll back into his head.  He faints.

INT. KAZ’S ROOM - NIGHT15 15

Kaz abruptly wakes up and sits up in his bed.  He is 
disoriented and beads of sweat drip down his face.  His mom 
is by his side.

KAZ
What happened?

MRS. SAITO
Kaz?

Kaz’s mom searches his eyes to see if he is present.

KAZ
What happened?

MRS. SAITO
You had an episode at school.  The 
doctor said you have been 
hallucinating.

KAZ
I told you I shouldn’t have gone to 
school!

MRS. SAITO
Kaz, I’m sorry.

6.



KAZ
I’m sick of this.  I don’t want to 
live like this.

MRS. SAITO
Listen to me.  You’re all I have.  
Don’t take that away from your 
mother, okay?

KAZ
Okay.

Kaz’s mom reaches her hands out and grips Kaz’s hands.  They 
search each other’s eyes.

INT. SAITO KITCHEN - NIGHT16 16

Kaz’s mom is preparing tea.  Kaz sits down at the table.  One 
light partially illuminates the room.

MRS. SAITO
Kaz, don’t let this tragedy go 
unnoticed.  It happened for a 
reason.  

KAZ
(sarcastically)

Yeah, that’s “God’s will,” right?

MRS. SAITO
When times are good, you be 
thankful, but when times are bad, 
remember that God has made one as 
well as the other.

KAZ
Where is God when I need him?

MRS. SAITO
God is here, Kaz.  His voice speaks 
to you in a whisper, like a soft 
breeze.  You have to listen in 
order to hear it.

INT. KAZ’S ROOM - NIGHT17 17

Kaz is lying in his bed, flipping his desk light on and off.  
On.  Off.  He is listening.

As he flips it on, he sees an image of Daichi against the 
backdrop of the countryside.
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DAICHI
Kaz, you remember that one time 
when we ditched school because you 
were getting bullied and we took 
the train out here?

Kaz sits up in his bed.

KAZ
Yeah, you were there for me.

DAICHI
I was always there for you.  Why 
aren’t you here for me?

KAZ
I’m sorry, Daichi.  I will make it 
up to you.

Kaz flips the light off.

EXT. COUNTRYSIDE - DAY18 18

The train travels through the serene countryside.  

EXT. TOKYO TRAIN STATION - DAY19 19

Kaz stands on the platform, watching trains pass by.

KAZ (V.O.)
He remembered that they were but 
flesh, a passing breeze that does 
not return.

INT. SAITO KITCHEN - DAY20 20

Mrs. Saito is cleaning the sink.  Kaz comes out of his room 
to his mom’s relief.  He is dressed in a winter jacket and is 
holding a backpack.

MRS. SAITO
You look good.

KAZ
I’m going to meet a friend at the 
library.

MRS. SAITO
Who?
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KAZ
Hikari-kun.

MRS. SAITO
Do I know him?

KAZ
No, he’s a friend from English 
class.  We’re going to study for a 
midterm.

MRS. SAITO
If you come back before dinner, 
I’ll make your favorite curry udon.

Kaz exits.

Mrs. Saito then takes an air freshener spray and walks to 
Kaz’s room.  She opens the door.

INT. KAZ’S ROOM - DAY21 21

The drapes are open and the room is brightly lit.  The room 
is perfectly clean.  Mrs. Saito is slightly taken aback.  She 
looks around the room and inhales its cigarette odor.  She 
then sprays the air freshener.  The mist attacks the room and 
then vanishes.  

She then notices Kaz’s English TEXTBOOKS still sitting on his 
desk.  Her jaw drops.  She runs to the window to look for 
Kaz.  He’s gone.

EXT. TOKYO SUBURB - DAY22 22

Kaz is walking quickly down the street.

INT. MICHI’S ROOM - DAY23 23

Michi bumps into the table, knocking over a soda can.

MICHI
Stupid!

INT. TRAIN - DAY24 24

Kaz sits in the train, staring intently.

KAZ
I will not let you down, Daichi.
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EXT. COUNTRYSIDE TRAIN STATION - DAY25 25

Ito, the woman and Michi sit in the car in front of the 
station.

EXT. TOKYO CITY - DAY26 26

The train travels through the bustling city.

EXT. COUNTRYSIDE - DAY27 27

The train travels through rice fields covered in mist.

INT. CAR - DAY28 28

Michi sits in the back seat of the car.  She looks sick to 
her stomach.

MICHI
I don’t feel well.

ITO
Don’t worry.  It won’t be long 
before Junichi-san is here.

MICHI
I’m going to the bathroom.

ITO
Look out for him, okay?

Michi gets out of the car and quickly walks into the train 
station.

INT. COUNTRYSIDE TRAIN STATION BATHROOM - DAY29 29

Michi is puking her guts out.  She stops, tries to compose 
herself and then throws up some more.  She hears the train 
pull up.

EXT. COUNTRYSIDE TRAIN STATION - DAY30 30

The train stops at this empty station in the countryside.  
Kaz gets off the train and steps onto the platform.  He looks 
around thinking he will see Daichi.  No one is there.
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KAZ
God, this is crazy.

He stops to notice the view of the mountains and the fields.  
A gentle breeze caresses his face and fluffs his hair.

KAZ (CONT’D)
What am I doing here?

He then sees a person turn the corner, flowing white shirt in 
tow.  Kaz quickly follows.  He’s sure he’s just seen Daichi.

Kaz turns the same corner and bumps into Michi.  She looks 
like she has just been crying.

KAZ (CONT’D)
Excuse me.

MICHI
Junichi-san?

KAZ
No.

MICHI
Oh, thank God.

Michi turns to walk towards the platform.  Kaz stands 
puzzled.  

KAZ
Wait a second.

Kaz follows her.

MICHI
Yes?

KAZ
Who are you looking for?

MICHI
Nobody.  

Michi looks around the station, hoping no one walks in.  She 
turns to walk away.  Kaz looks pained by her.

KAZ
Did you see a guy wearing a long 
white shirt?

11.



MICHI
(stopping)

No.  Did you?

KAZ
I don’t know.  I don’t know 
anything anymore.  I can’t make 
sense of life or death.

MICHI
I can’t either.  Everything seems 
so senseless and yet I’m afraid to 
die-

Ito appears on the platform.

ITO
Junichi-san?

KAZ
No.

ITO
(to Michi)

Let’s go.  It looks like Junichi-
san’s not coming.

Michi looks conflicted.

KAZ
(to Michi)

What were you saying?

MICHI
About what?

KAZ
Everything seems so meaningless and 
yet you’re afraid to die-

MICHI
Alone.  My cousin was killed last 
week.

ITO
We better go.  Let’s stick to our 
plan, Michi.  

KAZ
(to Michi)

What plan?

Michi is speechless.  A train comes down the tracks.  

12.



ITO
(to Michi)

Mrs. Tanaka is waiting.

KAZ
(to Michi)

My best friend was killed last week 
too-

Michi looks stunned.  The three watch as the train comes to a 
halt.  The doors open.  Kaz looks at Michi.

CUT TO BLACK.

EXT. UENO SHRINE - DAY31 31

It is a cold winter day.  A peony grows through the snow, 
aided by a woven basket to protect it from the elements.  
Mrs. Saito is walking through the garden.

KAZ (V.O.)
Let me know how fleeting is my 
life.  You have made my days a mere 
handbreadth; the span of my years 
is as nothing before you.

Mrs. Saito reaches the spot where Kaz is standing next to 
Michi.  They stand looking at the peony.

KAZ (CONT’D)
Thank you, Daichi.

THE END.
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